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A syringe with the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is prepared at the Regina General Hospital in Regina on Tuesday Dec. 15, 
2020. PHOTO BY MICHAEL BELL /The Canadian Press 


Age is the key factor in Saskatchewan’s COVID-19 vaccine distribution plan, and the province’s senior 
citizens have been calling into the newsrooms with questions about when, where and how they can get 
access to the world’s most precious commodity. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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Reporter Arthur White-Crummey provides answers to some of the most pressing questions. 


I'm a senior and still don't know when Il get the COVID-19 
vaccine. Whats going on? 


People over 70 years of age are included in Phase 1 of Saskatchewan’s vaccine plan, which is now 
underway. The first vaccine clinics for seniors in the community were opened in mid-January in select 
communities. So far they've come to Rosthern, Wakaw, Cudworth, to name just a few examples, as well 
as Prince Albert. Appointments were quickly booked up in all those communities. 


But so far, there simply aren’t enough vaccine doses available, or even scheduled to arrive in 
Saskatchewan, to vaccinate everyone in Phase 1. With 190,000 people in those priority groups, 
Saskatchewan would need roughly 380,000 doses of the two-step vaccines to get it done. Less than half 
that amount has been allocated to the province, according to current delivery schedules provided by the 
federal government. 


Seniors between 60 and 70 years of age will be the first group to get vaccinated once the province moves 
Phase 2. But that’s still weeks away. Health officials have pegged the start date at sometime between 
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The Saskatchewan Health Authority (SHA) says it will attempt to contact seniors over 70 living in the 
community directly, whenever possible. Colleen Toye, COVID vaccination operations lead, said public 
health teams will be working with the SHA’s digital health team to provide lists of all individuals age 70 
or over. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


In an email response, she said teams will look to make contact by phone when possible. They'll work 
through their lists on the basis of age, starting with the very oldest first and working their way down. The 
SHA will also contact local leaders to share information and get it posted in places like community 
centres, grocery stores and post offices. 


But direct contact isn’t the only way the the SHA is reaching seniors. It’s also using traditional and social 
media to publicize its clinics. Seniors who meet the conditions can then call a number provided to make 
an appointment. Information has also been posted on an online list of SHA public alerts here: 


https://www.saskhealthauthority.ca/news/releases/pages/search.aspx? 


k=covid+vaccine&sc=News+Releases&category. 
By March, the government is planning to set up an online scheduling system on its website. It was 
initially planning to allow appointment booking through 811, but as of March 2, the SHA said 


appointments cannot be booked through 811. Information on a separate phone line booking system will 
be made available soon, according to the SHA. 


What if | miss my turn? 


SHA CEO Scott Livingstone has assured seniors in Phase 1 that they will still keep their priority if they 
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possible — but they never lose their place in line.” 


Do I have to make an appointment? 


For now, yes. Toye said all vaccine efforts for seniors are currently by appointment only. “This helps 
ensure we are able to manage the still limited vaccine supply,” she said. That could change in the future, 
as the SHA recently unveiled plans for drive-thru and walk-in clinics as part of its Phase 2 preparations. 
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